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Purvis and Elizabeth Smith. Full records of the committee meetings, including 
transcripts of proceedings and all committee papers can be found on the Scottish 
Parliament website at:
www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/education/index.htm
The committee spent some time agreeing their work programme at the beginning 
of the period. The major items of legislation dealt with were the Free School Meals 
pilot, the formation of Skills for Scotland, Higher and Further Education Funding 
and Governance, the Abolition of the Graduate Endowment Scheme and related 
VXERUGLQDWHOHJLVODWLRQ7KHSHWLWLRQV3(DQG3(ZHUHUHYLVLWHGWR5HGIRUG
DQGWKH¿UVWEXGJHWRIWKHWKLUG3DUOLDPHQWDGGUHVVHG
WORK PROGRAMME
The committee spent time agreeing their work programme during their  meeting 
RQWKHWK6HSWHPEHU7KH\KDGGHFLGHGSULRUWRWKHVXPPHUUHFHVVWKDWWKH
committee work would initially take a different focus from previous committees, 
as they wanted to hold a series of meetings with stakeholders from across the remit 
of the committee. The aim of these meetings was to set the context for subjects to 
LQYHVWLJDWHDQG³WRKROGWKH([HFXWLYHWRDFFRXQW´:KLWH¿HOG&RO
During the discussions at the start of this meeting, each member highlighted their 
own priorities for the parliamentary session: Elizabeth Smith in the governing and 
¿QDQFHRI+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ.HQ0DFLQWRVKLQFKLOGSURWHFWLRQDQG6WHLQHUVFKRROV
-HUHP\3XUYLVLQWKHSLORWIRUUHGXFLQJFODVVVL]HVLQSULPDULHVDQGDQGWKH
IUHHVFKRROPHDOVVFKHPH$LOHHQ&DPSEHOOWLHGKHULQWHUHVWLQWKHGHYHORSPHQW
RI WKH&XUULFXOXPIRU([FHOOHQFH WRJOREDOFLWL]HQVKLSDQG&KULVWLQD0F.HOYLH
IHOWWKDWVRFLDOZRUNLVVXHVZHUHRIWHQ³VTXHH]HGRXW´0F.HOYLH&RO
DQGWKDWWKHZRUNSURJUDPPHVKRXOGUHWDLQDVRFLDOZRUNIRFXV7KHFRQYHQHU
summed up the discussion by pointing out that they were keen, “to contextualise 
matters for future deliberations and to hold shorter sessions to investigate issues 
ZLWKVWDNHKROGHUVIURPDFURVVWKHFRPPLWWHH¶VUHPLW´:KLWH¿HOG&RO
7KHDUHDVWKHFRPPLWWHHDJUHHGDVSULRULWLHVZHUHWKHJRYHUQLQJDQG¿QDQFH
of higher education, the curriculum for excellence and school estate. The issues 
of class sizes and school meals would be considered in relation to secondary 
legislation.
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$WWKHLUPHHWLQJVRQWKDQGWK6HSWHPEHUWKH&RPPLWWHHWRRNHYLGHQFH
on the Scottish Government’s proposed free school meals pilot from the following 
witnesses:
Date of Committee  Witnesses
 6HSWHPEHU   'DYLG&RZDQDQG0LNH*LEVRQ
     6XSSRUWIRU/HDUQLQJ'LYLVLRQ6FKRROV'LUHFWRUDWH
     /DXUHQFH6XOOLYDQ
     6FRWWLVK*RYHUQPHQW/HJDO'LUHFWRUDWH
     7DP%DLOOLH%DUQDUGR¶V6FRWODQG
     .HOO\%D\HVAberlour Child Care Trust
     3DXOD(YDQVChildren in Scotland
 6HSWHPEHU   $GDP,QJUDPMinister for Children & Early Years
     'DYLG&RZDQ6XSSRUWIRU/HDUQLQJ'LYLVLRQ
     6FKRROV'LUHFWRUDWH
7KH¿UVWPHHWLQJ RQ WKH WK 6HSWHPEHU RSHQHGZLWK D GHVFULSWLRQ IURP0LNH
*LEVRQRIWKHSURSRVHGIUHHVFKRROPHDOVWULDO7KLVZDVWRFRYHU¿YHHGXFDWLRQ
authority areas: East Ayrshire, Fife, Scottish Borders, Glasgow and West 
'XQEDUWRQVKLUHZLWKDQHVWLPDWHGFRVWRIPLOOLRQ(//&67KHWULDO
ZDVSODQQHGWRUXQIURPWKHHQGRI2FWREHUXQWLOWKHPLGGOHRI0DUFK
ZLWKDQHYDOXDWLRQUHSRUWGXHLQWKHVXPPHURI7KHQXPEHURISULPDU\WR
SULPDU\SXSLOVLQYROYHGZRXOGEHMXVWRYHULQFOXGLQJVRPHSXSLOV
who were not currently receiving free school lunches. The convener asked about 
WKHGLI¿FXOWLHVRIHYDOXDWLQJKHDOWKEHQH¿WVLQDVKRUWPRQWKWLPHVFDOH'DYLG
&RZDQUHSOLHG IRU WKH6FKRROV'LUHFWRUDWH WKDW WKHSLORWZRXOGRQO\JLYH LQLWLDO
LQGLFDWLRQVRIKHDOWKEHQH¿WVDQGWKDWWKH\ZRXOGORRNIRUFKDQJHVLQEHKDYLRXU
and in attitudes to healthy food. The pilot would also provide information about 
they ways in which school kitchens coped with additional demand. The convener 
DUJXHG WKDW WKH 6FKRROV +HDOWK 3URPRWLRQ DQG1XWULWLRQ 6FRWODQG$FW 
would ensure that children in schools would have to make healthier choices. David 
&RZDQDJUHHG WKDW WKHSLORWZRXOGRSHUDWH LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI WKH$FW DQG
that schools were already working towards being health-promoting schools. Aileen 
&DPSEHOODVNHGKRZWKHFKLOGUHQWDNLQJSDUWZRXOGEHLQYROYHGLQWKHHYDOXDWLRQ
RIWKHSLORWWRZKLFK'DYLG&RZDQUHSOLHGWKDW,36260RULKDGEHHQDSSRLQWHG
to evaluate the trial. Their evaluation would include talking to children and focus 
groups with parents. Several questions were asked about the 3 year pilot scheme in 
Kingston upon Hull, the results of which would not be available until November 
 -HUHP\3XUYLV DVNHG DERXW WKH NH\ RXWFRPHV RI WKH SLORW'DYLG&RZDQ
replied that the results would be analysed in relation to existing data on healthy 
eating:
 The main focus of the trial is on whether providing free school meals to kids 
 in primary 1 to primary 3 has a bigger impact than just offering healthy meals 
 to everyone. All meals in schools will be healthy, but does it make a   
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difference if we get kids to use the school meal service at an early stage? 
 Will they continue to take school meals? We want to see what effect the pilot 
 KDVRQXSWDNHDQGWRDVVHVVWKHLPSDFWRIHDUO\LQWHUYHQWLRQ&RZDQ
 &RO
The committee was concerned about the ways in which the results of the pilot 
FRXOGEHGLIIHUHQWLDWHG IURP WKH UHVXOWV RI WKH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQRI WKH$FW
'DYLG&RZDQUHPLQGHG WKHFRPPLWWHH WKDW WKHQHZQXWULWLRQ UHJXODWLRQVZRXOG
QRWFRPHLQWRHIIHFWXQWLO$XJXVW7KH([HFXWLYHUHFRJQLVHGWKDWDOOVFKRROV
were now implementing Hungry for Success and that would be the baseline for 
the trial. Ken Macintosh asked if there would be a control study with other local 
authorities, returning again to the difference between the proposed pilot and the 
work that was already underway with Hungry for Success. In reply Mike Gibson 
described the ways in which data would be collected from the participating schools. 
This would begin with information about the current uptake of free school meals 
in P1 to P3, which would be revisited at the end of the trial. He argued that it 
ZRXOGEH³VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG´*LEVRQ&ROWRFRPSDUHGDWDIURPWKH
authorities in the pilot with data from other authorities. Ken Macintosh asked if 
alternatives had been considered and referred to the East Renfrewshire programme 
which provided free school meals during the school holidays. He talked about the 
effects of the programme, which “ has produced fantastic outcomes in relation to 
XSWDNH DQGEHKDYLRXU LQFOXGLQJEHKDYLRXU DW KRPH´ 0DFLQWRVK&RO
86). Mike Gibson replied that the Executive did not collect detailed information 
DERXWORFDODXWKRULW\LQLWLDWLYHV'DYLG&RZDQDGGHGWKDWDOWKRXJKWKHSLORWZDVWR
provide free school meals for primary 1 to 3 pupils in schools they would consider 
other measures. Jeremy Purvis then asked about the cost of rolling out the trial 
QDWLRQDOO\ZKLFK0LNH*LEVRQ HVWLPDWHG WR EH PLOOLRQZLWK D  SHU FHQW
XSWDNHDQGPLOOLRQZLWKSHUFHQWXSWDNH
 The committee opened the meeting with the second panel of witnesses with 
TXHVWLRQVUDWKHUWKDQE\RSHQLQJVWDWHPHQWV7KHEULH¿QJSDSHUVSUHVHQWHGE\HDFK
organisation in the group evidence outlined their responses to the proposed pilot, 
which in previous committees had been summarised at the start of each panel. In the 
EULH¿QJSDSHUVIRUWKLVSDQHOWKH$EHUORXU7UXVWUDLVHGDQXPEHURIFRQFHUQVDERXW
eating habits in school and at home, the pupil’s views on school meals, practical 
issues for schools implementing the pilot and the development of social skills 
(//&6%DUQDUGR¶VZHUHLQIDYRXURIJUHDWHU LQYHVWPHQWLQJHQHUDO
7KHRUJDQLVDWLRQEHOLHYHGWKDWMXQNIRRGDQG¿]]\GULQNVVKRXOGEHUHPRYHGIURP
menus and that breakfast clubs and wraparound care would make optimum use 
of facilities. They felt that there was a need for dining areas that would appeal to 
SXSLOVDQGWKDWWHDFKHUVVKRXOGWDNHPHDOVZLWKSXSLOV(//&6
 7KH&RQYHQHURSHQHGTXHVWLRQVZLWKRQHDERXWWKHOHQJWKRIWKHSLORW.HOO\
Bayes replied that the Aberlour Trust was concerned that the pilot had not waited 
until the results of the 3 year Hull study were published, particularly since the 
Hull scheme had to close because of the cost. Tam Baillie, for Barndardo’s felt 
WKDWDORQJHUSLORWWKDQVL[PRQWKVZRXOGEHQHHGHGWRPHDVXUHWKHKHDOWKEHQH¿WV
of the scheme, although he recognised that considerable ground work had been 
done by the Hungry for Success Initiative. Jeremy Purvis raised the possible costs 
RI LPSOHPHQWLQJ WKH LQLWLDWLYH DFURVV6FRWODQGZKLFK WKH&KLOG3RYHUW\$FWLRQ
JURXSHVWLPDWHGDWPLOOLRQDQGWKH6FRWWLVK*RYHUQPHQWDWEHWZHHQWR
million. He asked the panel if that money was the best way to tackle healthy eating. 
Tam Baillie replied that the main issue to address was that of poverty, particularly 
WKHRIFKLOGUHQLQ6FRWODQGZKROLYHLQSRYHUW\EXWRQO\RIZKRPTXDOLI\
for free school meals. Paula Evans pointed out that each organisation took a slightly 
GLIIHUHQWDSSURDFKWRWKHLVVXHIRUH[DPSOH&KLOGUHQLQ6FRWODQGIHOWWKDW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 if health promotion is the objective, a universal approach for P1 to P3 is 
 appropriate. If it is to be a poverty-alleviating measure, a targeted approach 
 PLJKWEHPRUHDSSURSULDWH(YDQV&RO
Elizabeth Smith raised the issue of diet in pre-school children to which Tam Baillie 
replied that it would be useful to have a Hungry for Success type of initiative for 
early years as part of the Government’s early years strategy. 
 7KHFRPPLWWHHPHHWLQJRQWK6HSWHPEHUKHDUGHYLGHQFHIURP$GDP,QJUDP
0LQLVWHU IRU 6FKRROV DQG &KLOGUHQ  7KH &RQYHQHU RSHQHG WKH TXHVWLRQV ZLWK
procedural issues concerning the fact that parents of the children who could be 
involved in the trial had received letters about it, but that Parliament had yet to 
approve it. The Minister argued that the timescale meant that arrangements had to 
be made for the trial to commence in October, although it had yet to be approved 
by Parliament. Further questions addressed the evaluation of the trial to which 
Adam Ingram responded that they knew that the pilot would lead to positive health 
outcomes, “We are trying to establish the practicalities of rolling out a national 
SURJUDPPH´,QJUDP&RO0DU\0XOOLJDQDVNHGDERXWWKHUHVHDUFK
EULHIIRUWKHHYDOXDWLRQDQGWKHGHWDLORIWKHFDVHVWXGLHV7KH0LQLVWHUUHSOLHG
that the results of ten of pilot schools would be examined in detail. The focus 
would be on deprivation and free school meal eligibility, rural schools, the size of 
the school and previous levels of uptake of school meals. Mary Mulligan followed 
this with a question about provision for pre-school children and the importance 
for intervening early to establish good eating habits. Adam Ingram replied that 
guidance had been issued to pre-schools and nurseries, building on Hungry for 
6XFFHVVDQGWKDWWKH&DUH&RPPLVVLRQZRXOGVKRUWO\EHUHSRUWLQJRQWKDW.HQ
Macintosh questioned that the pilot would not give more information about diet 
and school meals than was already available. Adam Ingram replied that it was a 
cultural change that was needed across Scottish society and that this pilot would be 
DVWHSWRZDUGVWKDW+HUHFRJQLVHGWKDWWKHUHZDVDJDSEHWZHHQWKHRIFKLOGUHQ
OLYLQJ LQSRYHUW\ LQ6FRWODQG DQG WKHZKRZHUH HOLJLEOH IRU VFKRROPHDOV
Ken Macintosh asked how that gap would be removed, to which Adam Ingram 
UHSOLHGWKURXJKSDVVSRUWEHQH¿WVDQGPD[LPXPZRUNLQJWD[FUHGLW7KHFRPPLWWHH
then considered the subordinate legislation necessary to implement the pilot. Each 
committee member took the opportunity to express their own issues with regard 
to the pilot school meals proposal before voting. The motion was agreed to (by 
GLYLVLRQ)RU$JDLQVW$EVWHQWLRQV
6.,//6)256&27/$1'$/,)(/21*6.,//6675$7(*<
$WWKHLUPHHWLQJRQWK6HSWHPEHUWKH&RPPLWWHHWRRNHYLGHQFHRQWKH6FRWWLVK
Government’s Skills Strategy from:
Date of Committee Witnesses
 6HSWHPEHU  +RZDUG0F.HQ]LH
   $VVRFLDWLRQRI6FRWODQG¶V&ROOHJHV
    'DYLG&DOGZHOO8QLYHUVLWLHV6FRWODQG
    *UDKDPH6PLWKScottish Trades Union Congress
    )LRQD+\VORSCabinet Secretary for Education   
   and Lifelong Learning
    5RVHPDU\:LQWHU6FRWWDQG3HWHU%HDXPRQW 
   /LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJ'LUHFWRUDWH
    6FRWWLVK*RYHUQPHQW

7KH SDSHUV DYDLODEOH IRU WKH FRPPLWWHH SULRU WR WKLVPHHWLQJ LQFOXGHG D 63,&H
EULH¿QJSDSHU(//&6VXEPLVVLRQVIURPWKH$VVRFLDWLRQRI6FRWODQG¶V
&ROOHJHV (//&6 IURP 8QLYHUVLWLHV 6FRWODQG (//&6 DQG
WKH6FRWWLVK7UDGHV8QLRQ&RQJUHVV(//&67KHPHHWLQJEHJDQZLWK
a question from Elizabeth Smith about vocational training and the links between 
colleges and schools. Howard McKenzie replied that the links were, “remarkably 
HIIHFWLYH´0F.HQ]LH&ROJRLQJRQLPPHGLDWHO\WRUDLVHWKHLVVXH
RIFROOHJHIXQGLQJZKLFKKDGEHHQFDSSHGIRUWKHSDVWVL[\HDUV'DYLG&DOGZHOO
pointed out to the committee that although the discussion was focusing on the 
UHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQVFKRROVDQGFROOHJHVRIWKHVWXGHQWVIROORZLQJXQLYHUVLW\
degree programmes were undertaking vocational courses. He emphasised the need 
to be aspirational “and encourage people to reach the pinnacle of their ability” 
&DOGZHOO  &RO  +H ZHQW RQ WR VXSSRUW WKH 6NLOOV 6WUDWHJ\ EXW
emphasised that there was a need to recognise the importance of increasing the 
QXPEHURIVNLOOHGSHRSOHDWSRVWJUDGXDWHOHYHO$LOHHQ&DPSEHOODVNHGDERXWWKH
impact on entry to degree courses from the Strategy’s focus on vocational subjects. 
'DYLG&DOGZHOO UHSOLHG WKDW WKHUHQHHGHG WREHJUHDWHUXQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKDW WKHUH
ZDV QRW D YRFDWLRQDO ± DFDGHPLF VSOLW EHWZHHQ FROOHJHV DQG XQLYHUVLWLHV 5RE
*LEVRQPRYHGWKHGLVFXVVLRQRQWRWKHUROHRIWKH6FRWWLVK&UHGLWDQG4XDOL¿FDWLRQV
)UDPHZRUN6&4)DQGWKHZD\V LQZKLFKLWFRXOGEHGHYHORSHG7KLV OHGWRD
question from Jeremy Purvis about the need for a single skills agency in Scotland. 
+RZDUG0F.HQ]LHEURDGO\ZHOFRPHGWKHSURSRVHGDJHQF\EXW'DYLG&DOGZHOO
SRLQWHG RXW WKDW 8QLYHUVLWLHV 6FRWODQG ZKHQ FRQVXOWHG KDG IDYRXUHG &DUHHUV
Scotland becoming a freestanding non-governmental body. The committee moved 
on to discuss the careers support available to students and the type of social and 
personal skills training available in both sectors. This led to a discussion about the 
QHHGVRIPDWXUHVWXGHQWVDQGWKHÀH[LELOLW\RIIHUHGWKURXJK6&4)WRPRYHWKURXJK
the education system. The panel ended with both witnesses making points about 
the drop in the participation rate and the need to address those issues when the 
general population numbers are declining. 
 In the second panel meeting Grahame Smith talked about the development of 
a Scottish Union Academy. This had been proposed to facilitate learning between 
Unions and employers. He went on to outline the view of the Scottish Trade 
8QLRQV&RQJUHVV678&RQWKHSURSRVDOWREULQJWRJHWKHU&DUHHUV6FRWODQGDQG
Learndirect Scotland, which they saw, “as a retrograde step to separate economic 
GHYHORSPHQWDQGWUDLQLQJ´6PLWK&RO.HQ0DFLQWRVKDVNHGDERXW
WKHSURSRVDOWRUDLVHPRGHUQDSSUHQWLFHVKLSVWR6FRWWLVK9RFDWLRQDO4XDOL¿FDWLRQV
694 OHYHO  ZKLFK *UDKDPH 6PLWK IHOW ZRXOG OLPLW SURJUHVVLRQ IRU WKH
DSSUHQWLFHV,QUHVSRQVHWRDTXHVWLRQIURP&KULVWLQD0F.HOYLHKHZHOFRPHGWKH
VNLOOV VWUDWHJ\EXW UHJUHWWHG WKDW LWZDV IRFXVHGRQYROXQWDULVP7KH678& IHOW
that the Government needed to address skills discrimination in the workplace, 
particularly where employers do not provide or support training. 
 The third panel began with a statement from Fiona Hyslop about the skills 
strategy, where she announced: 
 That the skills and training responsibilities in the enterprise networks that 
 focus on individuals’ employability, skills and training will also be merged 
 LQWRWKHQDWLRQDOVNLOOVERG\+\VORS&RO
Elizabeth Smith began by asking about the connections between the core skills 
LQ &XUULFXOXP IRU ([FHOOHQFH DQG WKH ZD\V WKHVH PLJKW EH GHYHORSHG EH\RQG
VFKRRODJH7KH&DELQHW6HFUHWDU\UHSOLHGWKDWWKHVHZHUHHPEHGGHGLQWKHOLIHORQJ
learning framework. Ken Macintosh asked how the strategy would be moved 
forward following the defeat of the Government’s proposal. Fiona Hyslop replied 
that the strategy had received a positive reception from business and education, and 
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the government was keen to drive the strategy forward. Further questions from Ken 
0DFLQWRVKDVNHGDERXWWKHODFNRIWDUJHWVLQUHSO\WRZKLFKWKH&DELQHW6HFUHWDU\
DUJXHGWKDWGHWDLOHGWDUJHWVZRXOG³GLVWRUWSROLF\LQWKHVWUDWHJ\´+\VORS
&RO0DU\0XOOLJDQDVNHGTXHVWLRQVDERXWWKHUHDVRQVEHKLQGWKHPHUJHURI
&DUHHUV 6FRWODQG DQG/HDUQGLUHFW 6FRWODQG DQGZK\&DUHHUV 6FRWODQGZDV QRW
moved to Local Authorities. Fiona Hyslop replied that the Government wanted “to 
streamline the provision of learning, training and skills to create, a one-stop shop,” 
+\VORS&ROZKLFKFRXOGLQFOXGHZRUNLQJZLWKORFDODXWKRULWLHV
+,*+(5$1')857+(5('8&$7,21)81',1*$1'*29(51$1&(
7KH&RPPLWWHHEHJDQWKHLUGHOLEHUDWLRQVRQ+LJKHUDQG)XUWKHU(GXFDWLRQ)XQGLQJ
DQG*RYHUQDQFH DW WKHLUPHHWLQJ RQ 2FWREHU ZKHQ WKH\ WRRN HYLGHQFH
from:
Date of Committee Witnesses
 2FWREHU  +RZDUG0F.HQ]LH
   $VVRFLDWLRQRI6FRWODQG¶V&ROOHJHV
    'DYLG&DOGZHOO8QLYHUVLWLHV6FRWODQG
    5RJHU0F&OXUHScottish Funding Council
    -DPHV$OH[DQGHU
   National Union of Students Scotland
$OO ZLWQHVVHV SURYLGHG ZULWWHQ HYLGHQFH IRU WKH FRPPLWWHH (//&6$
DQG DSSHDUHG LQGLYLGXDOO\ DV ZLWQHVVHV 7KH &RQYHQHU RSHQHG SURFHHGLQJV E\
welcoming Howard McKenzie back to the committee. Initial questions from 
Jeremy Purvis and Rob Gibson concerned governance, and the issue of debt 
EXUGHQIROORZLQJLQFRUSRUDWLRQLQ+RZDUG0F.HQ]LHUHSOLHGWKDWWKHUHZDV
only one college now left with a loan burden because of losses, adding that the 
mortgages used to fund capital projects were an increasing cost for colleges. In 
UHVSRQVHWRDTXHVWLRQIURP$LOHHQ&DPSEHOODERXWDXGLWLQJKHQRWHGWKDWFROOHJHV
ZHUH VFUXWLQL]HG E\  RUJDQLVDWLRQV  RI WKHP FRQQHFWHG ZLWK ¿QDQFH 7KH
discussion moved on to charitable status, which colleges were due to lose. Howard 
McKenzie was forthright in his description of the issues colleges face in losing 
charitable status:
 Losing charitable status would have a radical effect on colleges not only 
 ¿QDQFLDOO\²LWZRXOGFRVWDERXWPLOOLRQWRVWD\DVZHDUHDQGZHPLJKW
 have to cut that amount from front-line services—but in how we are seen 
 within our communities. We are not businesses that make money and give it 
 back to our shareholders; we do our activity and give that back to the people 
 DQGVWDNHKROGHUV0F.HQ]LH&RO
He went on to outline the unanimous feeling in colleges that they need to retain 
charitable status. He described the ways in which this could be done, through 
FKDQJHV WR WKH&KDULWLHV DQG7UXVWHH ,QYHVWPHQW 6FRWODQG$FW  RU WKH
removal of existing ministerial powers. The discussion moved from charitable 
statues to the maintenance of college buildings, the graduate endowment fee and 
unmet demand for college places. Howard McKenzie referred again to the fact that 
FROOHJHVKDGEHHQXQDEOHWRJURZIRUWKHODVWVHYHQ\HDUVDQGWKDW³DERXW
people a year in Scotland apply for two or three courses, do not receive a place 
DQGGLVDSSHDU IURP WKH V\VWHP´ 0F.HQ]LH &RO7KH&RQYHQHU
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ended this section of the meeting by asking what the government could do to help 
the colleges, Howard Mckenzie was very clear that removing the cap on numbers 
would be the greatest help.
 7KHFRPPLWWHHTXHVWLRQVIRU'DYLG&DOGZHOORI8QLYHUVLWLHV6FRWODQGFRYHUHG
WKHSDUWLFLSDWLRQUDWHRIVWXGHQWVXQGHU\HDUVRIDJHWKHUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQ
WKHTXDOLW\IUDPHZRUNDQG¿QDQFHWKHYRFDWLRQDOHOHPHQWVRIGHJUHHSURJUDPPHV
WKH 4XDOLW\ (QKDQFHPHQW IUDPHZRUN DQG HVWDWH PDQDJHPHQW 'DYLG &DOGZHOO
drew the committees’ attention to the issue of part-time students, who constitute 
DWKLUGRIDOOVWXGHQWVSD\LQJIHHVIRUTXDOL¿FDWLRQVZKLFKIXOOWLPHVWXGHQWVGR
QRW KDYH WRSD\7KH&RQYHQHU DVNHG WKH8QLYHUVLWLHV¶ YLHZRQ WKHSURSRVDO WR
DEROLVK WKHJUDGXDWHHQGRZPHQW IHH WRZKLFK'DYLG&DOGZHOO UHSOLHG WKDW WKH\
VXSSRUWHGLWLQSULQFLSOHEHFDXVHLWZRXOGEHQH¿WWKHPDMRULW\RIWKHLUIXOOWLPH
undergraduate students. Ken Macintosh then asked about the relationship with 
Professional regulatory bodies, such as the Law Society for Scotland which led to a 
GHEDWHDERXWWKHGLI¿FXOWLHVRIUHJXODWLQJHQWU\WRSURIHVVLRQVWKURXJKWKHQXPEHUV
admitted to degree programmes. Rob Gibson ended the discussion with a question 
DERXWFRVWRIPHUJHUVEHWZHHQ LQVWLWXWLRQV'DYLG&DOGZHOOPDGH WKHSRLQW WKDW
Universities were not resistant to mergers:
 There is a genuine desire in universities to do whatever we can to ensure that 
 we remain internationally competitive, including restructuring if it achieves 
 WKDWDLP&DOGZHOO&RO
He ended by reiterating the point made to the committee on his previous visit that 
there was a need to raise aspirations among everyone in Scotland to achieve their 
full attainment.
 7KH WKLUGZLWQHVV EHIRUH WKH FRPPLWWHHZDV5RJHU0F&OXUHRI WKH6FRWWLVK
)XUWKHU DQG +LJKHU (GXFDWLRQ )XQGLQJ &RXQFLO 6)+()& 4XHVWLRQV IRU
this witness focused on governance and the allocation of funds to colleges and 
universities. Elizabeth Smith raised the issue of competiveness and the need for 
8QLYHUVLWLHV WR DWWUDFWPDMRU UHVRXUFHV LQWR UHVHDUFK5RJHU0F&OXUH UHVSRQGHG
WKDW 6FRWODQG ³KDG PRUH WKDQ NHSW SDFH´ 0F&OXUH  &RO  ZLWK
the funding of research but there was a need to ensure that appropriate funding 
FRQWLQXHG,QUHVSRQVHWRWKH&RQYHQHU¶V¿QDOTXHVWLRQKHUHSOLHGWKDWLIWKHUHZDV
belief in the need for higher knowledge and skills levels in the future then there was 
a need for a major improvement in investment, adding that other small countries 
LQ WKH ZRUOG KDYH GRQH MXVW WKDW 7KH ¿QDO ZLWQHVV DW WKLVPHHWLQJZDV -DPHV
Alexander, president of the National Union of Students Scotland. The questions 
WRKLPIRFXVHGRQEDUULHUVWROHDUQLQJIRUVWXGHQWVWKHJUHDWHUGLI¿FXOWLHVIDFHGE\
part-time students and the need to recognize the diversity of the student body.
*5$'8$7((1'2:0(17$%2/,7,216&27/$1'%,//
The committee agreed their approach to Stage 1 of the Graduate Endowment 

$EROLWLRQ 6FRWODQG%LOO LQ SULYDWH DW WKHLUPHHWLQJRQ WKH WK2FWREHU 
7KH\WRRNHYLGHQFHIURPZLWQHVVHVDW WKHLUPHHWLQJVRQWKHWKWKDQGWK
1RYHPEHU
Date of Committee Witnesses
 WK1RYHPEHU  $OH[<RXQJ/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJ'LUHFWRUDWH 
    6FRWWLVK*RYHUQPHQW
    &KULV0F&URQH
   )LQDQFH'LUHFWRUDWH6FRWWLVK*RYHUQPHQW
    $QGUHZ&DPSEHOO
   6FRWWLVK*RYHUQPHQW/HJDO'LUHFWRUDWH
    *UDKDP3KLOSDQG$XGUH\&ODUN
   Student Awards Agency for Scotland 
    5DOSK6H\PRXU-DFNVRQ6WXGHQW/RDQV&RPSDQ\
WK1RYHPEHU  3HWHU6\PH7KH2SHQ8QLYHUVLW\LQ6FRWODQG
    -DPHV$OH[DQGHU
   National Union of Students Scotland 
    7RP'¶$UGHQQHCoalition of Higher Education  
   Students in Scotland
WK1RYHPEHU  )LRQD+\VORSCabinet Secretary for Education   
   and Lifelong Learning 
    6WHSKHQ.HUU/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJ'LUHFWRUDWH
    &KULV0F&URQH)LQDQFH'LUHFWRUDWH
    'RXJODV7XOOLV/HJDO'LUHFWRUDWH
7KH SDSHUV VXEPLWWHG IRU WKHPHHWLQJ RQ WKH WK 1RYHPEHU LQFOXGHG D 63,&H
EULH¿QJRQ WKH%LOO (/&6 DQG VXEPLVVLRQV IURP WKH6WXGHQW$ZDUGV
$JHQF\IRU6FRWODQG(//&6DQGWKH6WXGHQW/RDQV&RPSDQ\(//&
6 7KH PHHWLQJ RSHQHG ZLWK $OH[ <RXQJ LQWURGXFLQJ WKH %LOO WR WKH
FRPPLWWHHVD\LQJWKDWLWDLPHGWRIXO¿OODPDQLIHVWRFRPPLWPHQWDQGWKDWLWZDV
part of a wider government policy to reduce student debt. In response to questions 
IURPWKH&RQYHQHUKHDGGHGWKDWUHVHDUFKIURPWKH-RVHSK5RZQWUHH)RXQGDWLRQ
had shown that student debt, “is one of the biggest contributors to people not 
ZDQWLQJWRXQGHUWDNHKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQFRXUVHV´<RXQJ&RO5RE
Gibson asked about any possible effect on the provision of bursaries for students 
and was assured that there would be no impact on bursary provision, which was 
linked to the existing statute. The discussion then moved onto the issues of widening 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQDQGTXHVWLRQVZHUHSXWWRRI¿FLDOVDERXWWKHSRVVLEOHLPSDFWRIWKH
Bill. The committee went on to discuss the detail of student loan repayments with 
Ralph Seymour-Jackson in the second panel. 
 7KHFRPPLWWHHUHWXUQHGWRWKH%LOODWWKHLUPHHWLQJRQWKHWK1RYHPEHU
where each organisation presenting evidence also submitted papers for the meeting; 
WKH2SHQ8QLYHUVLW\(//&6WKH1DWLRQDO8QLRQRI6WXGHQWV6FRWODQG
(//&6 DQG WKH &RDOLWLRQ RI +LJKHU (GXFDWLRQ 6WXGHQWV LQ 6FRWODQG
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&+(66(//&67KLVPHHWLQJ¿UVWUHWXUQHGWRWKHHDUOLHUGHEDWHDERXW
the issues facing part-time students which was a matter of great concern to the 
Open University in Scotland. 
 Regardless of the merits of the Bill, when it is passed, students who are 
classed
as full time, whether they are rich or poor, will not pay tuition fees and 
 students who are classed as part time, whether they are rich or poor, will pay 
 WXLWLRQIHHVXQOHVVWKH\DUHLQWKHYHU\SRRUHVWFDWHJRU\6\PH&RO
 
The committee followed these remarks with questions about support systems for 
VWXGHQWV DQG ZD\V LQ ZKLFK SDUWWLPH VWXGHQWV GHDOW ZLWK GHEW 7KH &RQYHQHU
opened discussions with the second panel with a question about full-time and part-
time students. Both witnesses felt that the traditional distinctions between these 
groups were becoming blurred as full-time students were increasingly taking on 
work to fund their studies. James Alexander then listed a number of issues with the 
current funding system concluding, “we need a wider range of packages to address 
issues around student hardship, debt and support as well as wider student access” 
$OH[DQGHU&RO+HZHOFRPHGWKH%LOODVDVPDOOVWHSLQDGGUHVVLQJ
funding problems. Tom Ardenne agreed that there needed to be further measures 
to ensure that people from all backgrounds were able to access higher and further 
education.
 7KH FRPPLWWHH FRQFOXGHG WDNLQJ RUDO HYLGHQFH DW WKHLU PHHWLQJ RQ WK
November when they spent some time debating the links between widening 
participation and the abolition of the graduate endowment. In response to a question 
IURPWKH&RQYHQHU)LRQD+\VORSHPSKDVLVHGWRWKHFRPPLWWHH
 7KH%LOOLVWKH¿UVWVWHSLQRXUVWUDWHJ\IRUWDFNOLQJWKHGHEWEXUGHQLQ
 6FRWODQG,WZLOOUHGXFHE\PRUHWKDQWKHGHEWEXUGHQRIPDQ\
 VWXGHQWVLQ6FRWODQG+\VORS&RO
(OL]DEHWK6PLWKDQG-HUHP\3XUYLVDVNHGVSHFL¿FTXHVWLRQVUHJDUGLQJSXEOLVKHG
statistics of entrants to University, arguing that the proposed Bill would make 
no difference to the numbers of University entrants from deprived areas. Mary 
0XOOLJDQDVNHGLIWKH&DELQHW6HFUHWDU\H[SHFWHGWKH%LOOWROHDGWRDQLQFUHDVHLQ
such students, to which Fiona Hyslop replied:
 We expect that removing or tackling the debt burden will have a substantial 
 LQÀXHQFHRQWKHQXPEHURISHRSOHHVSHFLDOO\IURPGHSULYHGDUHDVDSSO\LQJ
 WRXQLYHUVLW\+\VORS&RO
&RPPLWWHHPHPEHUVWKHQDVNHGTXHVWLRQVRI&KULV0F&URQHDQG'RXJODV7XOOLV
regarding the implementation of the Bill and the collection of existing debt. 
 The committee concluded their work on the Bill in private on the 5th of 
'HFHPEHUZKHQWKH\FRQVLGHUHGDGUDIW6WDJH5HSRUWWKH\GHEDWHGWKLV
IXUWKHUDWWKHLUPHHWLQJRQWKHWK'HFHPEHUDWZKLFKWKHUHSRUWZDVDJUHHG
7KHFRPPLWWHHFRQVLGHUHG6WDJHRIWKH%LOODWWKHLUPHHWLQJRQWKH-DQXDU\
ZKHQWKHIROORZLQJDPHQGPHQWVZHUHDJUHHG

Amendments  Action taken by the Committee
 6HFWLRQVDQG $JUHHGWRZLWKRXWGLYLVLRQ
 The long title
     $JUHHGWRE\GLYLVLRQ
BUDGET
The committee spent considerable time during this period agreeing their approach 
WRWKHEXGJHWWK6HSWHPEHUDQGUG2FWREHUDQGDSSRLQWLQJDQDGYLVRUUG
2FWREHUDQGWK1RYHPEHU7KH\WRRNHYLGHQFHRQWKHGUDIWEXGJHWDWWKHLU
PHHWLQJVRQDQGWK1RYHPEHU IRFXVLQJRQ WKHEXGJHW OLQNHG WR WKH
creation of Skills Development Scotland and the funding of Further and Higher 
Education.
Date of Committee Witnesses
 VW1RYHPEHU 0DUN%DWKR/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJ'LUHFWRUDWH
    6FRWWLVK*RYHUQPHQW
   'RQDOG+HQGHUVRQ6NLOOV'HYHORSPHQW6FRWODQG
   /LQGD0F'RZDOO6FRWWLVK(QWHUSULVH
   $OH[3DWHUVRQ+LJKODQGVDQG,VODQGV(QWHUSULVH
   'DPLHQ<DWHVLearndirect Scotland
WK1RYHPEHU +RZDUG0F.HQ]LH$VVRFLDWLRQRI6FRWODQG¶V 
   Colleges
   'DYLG&DOGZHOO8QLYHUVLWLHV6FRWODQG
   5RJHU0F&OXUHScottish Funding Council
WK'HFHPEHU &OOU,VDEHO+XWWRQ-RQ+DUULVDQG5REHUW1LFRO 
   COSLA
   )LRQD+\VORSCabinet Secretary for Education &   
   Lifelong Learning 
   &ROLQ0DF/HDQ6RFLDO&DUH'LUHFWRUDWH
   /L]+XQWHU6FKRROV'LUHFWRUDWH
   0DUN%DWKR/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJ'LUHFWRUDWH
7KHPHHWLQJRQWKHVW1RYHPEHURSHQHGZLWKDVWDWHPHQWIURP0DUN%DWKR
H[SODLQLQJWKDWDODUJHQXPEHURIRI¿FLDOVZHUHLQDWWHQGDQFHEHFDXVHWKHFRPPLWWHH
was addressing the establishment of the new skills body, which would involve a 
partnership between Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE), Learndirect Scotland, 
Scottish Enterprise and the Scottish Government. Elizabeth Smith questioned the 
need for a new body, to which Mark Batho replied that the new body offered the 
SRVVLELOLW\³RIVKLIWLQJVLJQL¿FDQWO\WKHRYHUDOOQDWXUHRIWKHSURYLVLRQWKDWLVRXW
WKHUH´%DWKR&RO'DPLHQ<DWHVVXSSRUWHGWKLVDQGDGGHGWKDWWKH
merger provided the opportunity, “to direct the high-cost, face-to-face services to 
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DUHDVRIJUHDWHVWQHHGDQGULVN´<DWHV&RO)XUWKHUTXHVWLRQVIURP
Mary Mulligan and Rob Gibson concerned the cost of the new organisation and 
any changes in services. In answer to a detailed question from Jeremy Purvis about 
support to schools Mark Batho outlined the amounts transferred into grant-aided 
expenditure to fund the Determined to Succeed programme in schools. Further 
detailed questions were asked about support to colleges and universities within 
WKH EXGJHW7KHPHHWLQJRQ WKH WK RI1RYHPEHU DGGUHVVHG LVVXHV RI IXQGLQJ
DQG ¿QDQFLDO VHFXULW\ IRU FROOHJHV 6XSSRUWLQJ SDSHUV (//&6 ± 
were submitted by each organisation prior to the meeting. Much of the debate 
during the meeting centered around committee concern that colleges could again 
¿QGWKHPVHOYHVZLWK¿QDQFLDOGLI¿FXOWLHV5RJHU0F&OXUHUHVSRQGHGWKDWKHZDV
³IDLUO\FRQ¿GHQW´ 0F&OXUH&RODERXW WKH IXWXUHDQGGHVFULEHG
how the colleges operated as a brand to help each other. The committee went on 
to discuss the ways in which monies were allocated to universities and money that 
might be available through the block grant from the Westminster Parliament. Final 
HYLGHQFHRQWKHGUDIWEXGJHWZDVWDNHQDWWKHPHHWLQJRQWKHWK'HFHPEHU
The questions from the committee to both panels of witnesses concerned the detail 
RI WKHFRQFRUGDWDJUHHGEHWZHHQ WKH6FRWWLVK*RYHUQPHQWDQG&26/$(//&
60HPEHUVZHUHSDUWLFXODUO\FRQFHUQHGWKDWDQRYHUDOODJUHHPHQWKDG
EHHQUHDFKHGZLWKQRVSHFL¿FPRQHWDU\DOORFDWLRQVGHFLGHG7KH\GHEDWHGLQGHWDLO
DQXPEHURIGLI¿FXOWLHVWKDWWKH\IHOWORFDODXWKRULWLHVZRXOGKDYHLQLPSOHPHQWLQJ
the policy to reduce class sizes. Mary Mulligan was particularly concerned that 
an agreement had been made to reduce class sizes without knowing the overall 
cost. Robert Nicol was keen to point out that, “the package that has been agreed 
LVIRUWKHZKROHRIORFDOJRYHUQPHQW1RVSHFL¿FDPRXQWKDVEHHQDOORFDWHGIRU
FODVVVL]HUHGXFWLRQ´1LFRO&RO&RXQFLORU+XWWRQDGGHGWKDW³WKH
concordat did not say that there would be a reduction in class sizes within the 
FXUUHQWVHVVLRQRI3DUOLDPHQW&26/$GLGQRWVLJQXSWRWKDW´+XWWRQ
&RO,QUHSO\WRDTXHVWLRQIURPWKHFRQYHQHU5REHUW1LFROUHSHDWHGWKDWWKH
concordat was an overall package of funds and that the local authorities would 
prioritise how they spent it. Mary Mulligan asked how much of the budget had 
SUHYLRXVO\EHHQULQJIHQFHGWRZKLFK-RQ+DUULVUHSOLHGWKDWELOOLRQZDVULQJ
IHQFHGRXWRIDWRWDOEXGJHWRIELOOLRQ7KHTXHVWLRQVIRUWKHVHFRQGSDQHO
addressed issues of sustainable economic growth and the effects that would have 
on education and life-long learning, developing a long-term strategy for Higher 
Education and the creation of Skills Development Scotland. Final questions for 
WKH&DELQHW6HFUHWDU\ UHWXUQHGDJDLQ WR WKH FRQFRUGDWEHWZHHQ&26/$DQG WKH
JRYHUQPHQW7KHFRPPLWWHHWKHQDJUHHGWRFRQVLGHUGUDIWUHSRUWVIRU6WDJHRI
the budget in private. They considered a draft report at their meeting on 13th 
'HFHPEHU DQG D IXUWKHU GUDIW DW WKHLUPHHWLQJRQWK'HFHPEHU$W WKDW
PHHWLQJFKDQJHVZHUHDJUHHGWRE\GLYLVLRQDQGWKHUHSRUW¿QDOLVHG
PETITIONS
$W WKHLU PHHWLQJ RQ WKH WK 6HSWHPEHU  WKH FRPPLWWHH UHWXUQHG WR WZR
SHWLWLRQV3(DQG3(ZKLFKKDGEHHQOHIWRSHQE\WKH(GXFDWLRQ&RPPLWWHH
LQWKHVHFRQG3DUOLDPHQW5HGIRUG7KH&RPPLWWHHDJUHHGWRZULWHWRWKH
&DELQHW6HFUHWDU\IRU(GXFDWLRQDQG/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJVHHNLQJIXUWKHULQIRUPDWLRQ
on the Scottish Government’s plans in relation to policy on school estate 
management, particularly in relation to any legislative presumption against school 
FORVXUHVEHIRUHPDNLQJIXUWKHUGHFLVLRQVRQWKHSHWLWLRQV7KH&RQYHQHUGUHZWKH
committee’s attention to the statement of the First Minister to the Parliament on the 
WK6HSWHPEHUZKHUHKHVDLG³2QUXUDOVFKRROVLWUHPDLQVRXUSRVLWLRQWKDW
WKHUHVKRXOGEHDOHJLVODWLYHSUHVXPSWLRQDJDLQVWWKHLUFORVXUH´2I¿FLDO5HSRUW
&RO7KHFRPPLWWHHUHWXUQHGWRERWKSHWLWLRQVDWWKHLUPHHWLQJRQ

WKHVW1RYHPEHUZKHQWKH\FRQVLGHUHGFRUUHVSRQGHQFHIURPWKH6FRWWLVK
Government in relation to the petitions. At that meeting they agreed to keep the 
SHWLWLRQVRSHQWRPRQLWRUWKHDFWLRQVRIWKH&DELQHW6HFUHWDU\LQUHODWLRQWRUXUDO
schools.
 7KH&RPPLWWHHDJUHHGLWVDSSURDFKWRDQHZO\UHIHUUHGSHWLWLRQ3((//&
6DWWKHLUPHHWLQJRQWKHVW1RYHPEHUDQGWRRNHYLGHQFHRQWKH
petition at their meeting on the 19th of December. 
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 WK'HFHPEHU  )LRQD+\VORSCabinet Secretary for Education   
   and Lifelong Learning
    0LFKDHO.HOOHWDQG'RQDOG+HQGHUVRQ
   6FKRROV'LUHFWRUDWH6FRWWLVK*RYHUQPHQW
This petition had been submitted by Ronnie Smith (General Secretary), on behalf of 
the Educational Institute of Scotland (EIS), to the previous parliament. It called on 
WKH6FRWWLVK3DUOLDPHQWWRVXSSRUWVLJQL¿FDQWUHGXFWLRQVLQFODVVVL]HVLQ6FRWWLVK
publicly funded schools during the lifetime of the next Scottish Parliament. The 
PHHWLQJEHJDQZLWK WKH&DELQHW6HFUHWDU\ IRU(GXFDWLRQDQG/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJ
welcoming the opportunity to discuss the EIS’s petition on class sizes, which was 
VLJQHGE\DOPRVWSHRSOH6KHZHQWRQ WRUHIHU WR WKHDJUHHPHQWUHDFKHG
ZLWK&26/$ ³XQGHUZKLFK ORFDO JRYHUQPHQWZLOOPDNH \HDURQ\HDU SURJUHVV
WRZDUGVUHGXFLQJ3WR3FODVVVL]HVWRDPD[LPXPRI´+\VORS&RO
7KHFRPPLWWHHWKHQVSHQWVRPHWLPHGHEDWLQJZKDWZDVPHDQWE\µ\HDURQ
year’ progress and how the policy would be evaluated. Members were particularly 
concerned with the situations in their own constituencies. Ken Macintosh pushed 
IRU VSHFL¿F WDUJHWV RU GDWHV WREXW WKH&DELQHW6HFUHWDU\ZDVXQDEOH WR FRPPLW
KHUVHOI WR WKRVH DV WKH\ZRXOG EH QHJRWLDWHGZLWK&26/$ -HUHP\3XUYLV WKHQ
asked about the impact of class reductions in relation to the scheme of salaries and 
conditions of service for teachers. Donald Henderson replied to that question: 
 7KHQHJRWLDWLRQVWKDWIROORZHGWKH0F&URQHUHSRUWGLGQRWOHDGWRWULSDUWLWH
 agreement on including class size reductions in contracts—the matter was 
 OHIWLQOHJLVODWLRQ0RUHUHFHQWO\WKHUHGXFWLRQVWRLQ3DQGLQ6
 DQG6PDWKVDQG(QJOLVKZHUHPDGHWKURXJKGHSDUWPHQWDOFLUFXODU
 Different approaches can be taken to the issue, but on neither of the two 
 most recent occasions when there have been class size reductions has there 
 EHHQDFKDQJHWRFRQWUDFWV+HQGHUVRQ&RO
SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION
The committee addressed and approved a number of negative instruments during 
this period:
  WK6HSWHPEHU(GXFDWLRQ3XEOLFDWLRQDQG&RQVXOWDWLRQ(WF 
  6FRWODQG$PHQGPHQW5HJXODWLRQV66,
  WK6HSWHPEHU7KH3URYLVLRQRI6FKRRO/XQFKHV'LVDSSOLFDWLRQRI
  WKH5HTXLUHPHQWWR&KDUJH6FRWODQG2UGHU66,GUDIW
95
  WK6HSWHPEHU3URYLVLRQRI6FKRRO(GXFDWLRQIRU&KLOGUHQ
  XQGHU6FKRRO$JH3UHVFULEHG&KLOGUHQ6FRWODQG$PHQGPHQW
  2UGHU66,7KH5HJXODWLRQRI&DUH6RFLDO6HUYLFH
  :RUNHUV6FRWODQG$PHQGPHQW2UGHU66,DQG7KH
  'LVFORVXUH6FRWODQG6WDII7UDQVIHU2UGHU66,
  WKRI2FWREHU7KH8QLYHUVLW\RIWKH:HVWRI6FRWODQG2UGHURI 
  &RXQFLO66,
  WK1RYHPEHU7KHGUDIW3URWHFWLRQRI&KDULWLHV$VVHWV([HPSWLRQ
  6FRWODQG$PHQGPHQW2UGHU
  WK1RYHPEHU7KH(GXFDWLRQ6FKRRODQG3ODFLQJ,QIRUPDWLRQ 
  6FRWODQG$PHQGPHQW5HJXODWLRQV66,
  VW1RYHPEHU7KH(GXFDWLRQ$PHQGPHQWVLQUHVSHFWRI*UDGXDWH
  (QGRZPHQW6WXGHQW)HHVDQG6XSSRUW6FRWODQG5HJXODWLRQV
  66,
  -DQXDU\7KH,QGLYLGXDO/HDUQLQJ$FFRXQW6FRWODQG$PHQGPHQW
  5HJXODWLRQV66,
('8&$7,21$1'6.,//6%,//
The committee considered one Sewell motion, a legislative consent memorandum 
relating to the United Kingdom Government’s Education and Skills Bill, at their 
PHHWLQJRQUG-DQXDU\
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 -DQXDU\  0DXUHHQ:DWWMinister for Schools and Skills
    5DFKHO6XQGHUODQG6FRWWLVK*RYHUQPHQWVFKRROV
    'LUHFWRUDWH
    'DYLG0F3KHHEnergy and Lifelong Learning   
    $QDO\WLFDO6HUYLFHV
    1HHO0RMHH6FRWWLVK*RYHUQPHQW/HJDO 
    'LUHFWRUDWH
7KH 0LQLVWHU RXWOLQHG WKH %LOO ZKLFK ZDV LQWURGXFHG DW :HVWPLQVWHU RQ 
1RYHPEHUWRUDLVHWRWKHPLQLPXPDJHDWZKLFK\RXQJSHRSOHLQ(QJODQG
can leave education or training. She pointed out that, although the government was 
keen to encourage young people to stay in education, they were not considering 
raising the school leaving age. The reason for introducing the Bill to the committee 
was to extend to Scotland the it’s provisions in data sharing. The Bill, as proposed, 
would allow data to be shared between the Department for Work and Pensions, 
+HU0DMHVW\¶V5HYHQXHDQG&XVWRPVDQG WKH'HSDUWPHQW IRU&KLOGUHQ6FKRROV
and Families. The data would be used for research purposes only and individuals 
ZRXOGQRWEHLGHQWL¿HG0HPEHUVRIWKHFRPPLWWHHZHUHDJUHHGLQWKHLUVXSSRUW
for the motion. 
5()(5(1&(
5HGIRUG0(GXFDWLRQLQWKH6FRWWLVK3DUOLDPHQWScottish Educational   
 5HYLHZYRO
